253.   DISCUSSION WITH NO-CHANGERS*
November 7, 1924
Explabiag his own feelings at the outset, Gandhiji said:
I myself have no doubts as to the Tightness of my action, I
was caught in a whirlpool of doubt regarding my duty; but now
I feel relieved. I am certain that I could not have done other-
wise than what I have done. It is the very dharma of an advo-
cate of non-violence that he should renounce till he has nothing
further to renounce. Hence I have arrived at the final decision.
I should practise surrender to such an extent that my oppo-
nent would see, it is the limit and would be taken aback by it.
Moreover, this is not my first experience. The ethics of giving
suggests this. Give till the receiver is satisfied. Still, the surrender
that I have practised in this case is not of that kind, it is not
renunciation in that sense. I have surrendered whatever I did
after arguing and higgling. I have retreated inch by inch, gra-
dually, by degrees. Of course, some people believe that I have
yielded more than they had expected of me,
Once you realize that non-co-operation cannot be carried
on, you will see at once that there is no alternative but to
retreat to the point where I have arrived. Wherever I go, I
come across nothing but violence. It is so deeply embedded in
the hearts of people that it would be a crime to carry on non-
co-operation on a national scale. There is, however, a distinction
between "national" and "individual" non-co-operation. In other
words, individuals should continue to non-co-operate to the
same extent that they have done so far; if, on the contrary, they
give it up, their initial non-co-operation would be deemed mean-
ingless.
Much discussion has arisen over the spinning franchise. You
feel that I have surrendered a great deal, that I have turned
khadi into a kind of ritual. However, that is not so at all. If you
examine history, you will realize how much we have gone ahead.
At the outset, there were merely pledges, pure, mixed, and so on.
After that, mill-made cloth was discarded and khadi came along.
Later, the spinning-wheel was introduced, Khadi was then m^de
1 Gandhiji met the No-changers of Bengal in Calcutta and explained to
fiem his reasons for signing the joint statement with the Swarajists.